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The Baltimore-York Turnpike 9-Mile Stone is an object associated with the early nineteenth century turnpike that connected 
Baltimore with York, Pennsylvania. Present-day Greenmount Avenue and York Road (MD 45) follow the path of the historic 
turnpike. Milestones were laid out at one mile intervals along the side of the road. Owned by the State of Maryland on the edge of 
the right-of-way, the stone remains completely accessible to the public. The stone, which may date to 1808, is currently embedded 
in a concrete sidewalk and projects about two-and-one-half feet above grade. The inscription on the stone's front face is barely 
decipherable due to wear, but appears to read, "9 M To B" (9 miles to Baltimore). The other three faces bear no inscription. The 
stone's material is a white limestone. 

In 1805, the Maryland General Assembly granted a charter to the Baltimore and York Turnpike Company to construct, maintain, 
and collect tolls on 30 miles of toll road from Baltimore to the Pennsylvania state line. Work on the turnpike began in 1808 and 
was completed in 1810. The company established its first tollgate in 1808 at the two-mile stone, in what later became the 
Baltimore City neighborhood of Waverly. The turnpike operated for over 100 years, until it was sold to the State Roads 
Commission for $1,000 in July of 1910. A 1978 study documented 9 remaining milestones, including the 9-Mile Stone. 
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Though the object is highly likely to have been moved over the years to accommodate various roadway improvements to MD 45 
and therefore no longer maintains its exact historic location, the 9-Mile Stone retains its setting on the side of York Road visible to 
the traveling public. Though it is well-worn, the stone retains its overall design and material. The workmanship of the carved 
inscription is barely visible, but the hand-carved shape is still apparent. The stone maintains the feeling of an early nineteenth 
century turnpike marker and its association with the Baltimore-York Turnpike. The Baltimore-York Turnpike 9-Mile Stone is 
eligible under Criterion A for association with Maryland transportation history. 
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